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Dear Friends and  
Supporters of BAS, 
 
In December we 
were advised of a 

"hoarding" situation in Rosarito, 
which resulted in the Sanctuary 
rescuing 30 dogs from deplorable 
living conditions. None of the dogs 
w e r e  n e u t e r e d / s p a y e d  o r 
vaccinated.  To date, all of the dogs 
have had surgery, vaccinations, 
deworming, and any other medical 
treatment they required. Many of 
t h e m  h a v e  s i n c e  b e e n 
adopted.  There are several that we 
deem unadoptable as they are 
terrified of humans, and we have a 
hard time just bathing them.  They 
are not a threat to any of the other 
dogs at the Sanctuary, so if it means 
they will live out the rest of their lives 
here, it is far better than the life they 
had.  As you can imagine, the entire 
process of getting these dogs 
rehabilitated has put quite a dent in 
our budget.                 
 

 We are continuing with our free 
monthly neuter/spay campaigns in 
and around the Rosarito area.  On 
February 24th, we conducted our 
first campaign south of Rosarito, in 
Primo Tapia.  This campaign 
resulted in sterilizing 86 animals, 28 
cats and 58 dogs.  On March 24th, 
we conducted our campaign in 
Rosarito, resulting in 146 surgeries 
being accomplished, 49 cats and 97 
dogs.  Our next campaign is 
scheduled for April 28th, again in 
Primo Tapia.  We will let you know 
the results of this campaign in the 
July/August edition of Paw Prints.  
 

Because of our very wet, windy 
winter, we've had to make a lot of 
repairs at the Sanctuary. We are  
currently working on re-doing the roof 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

on our cattery.  All of the items I 
have mentioned so far, come down 
to one thing...money to be able to 
accomplish these things. With your 
continued support we will continue 
to face the challenges at hand, and 
do the best we can to provide a 
happy, healthy living situation for 
our feline and canine friends at the 
Sanctuary. Any amount is 
appreciated. 
 

As always I thank all of you that 
keep BAS in your thoughts and 
prayers.  We have the best team 
ever, and our workers all say many 
thanks for what you do to keep the 
gates of the Sanctuary open. 

 CONTACT BAS: 
PMB 626, P.O. Box 439060 
San Diego, CA 92143-9060 

Phone: 619.948.3199  
Email: bajadogs@aol.com 

www.bajaanimalsanctuary.org 
 

Federal Tax ID # 33-0958137 

More Successful  
Spay/Neuter Clinics 

 

Thanks to all the people involved in 
the February 24th campaign at Primo 
Tapia, 86 pets were sterilized.  

 

On March 24th in Rosarito we 
sterilized 146 pets!  We’re off to a 
good start! 

 
 

Your donation of just $20.00  
will spay or neuter 1 dog or cat. 

A Huge Shout Out to our  A Huge Shout Out to our  A Huge Shout Out to our  A Huge Shout Out to our      

Incredible Team of Volunteers!Incredible Team of Volunteers!Incredible Team of Volunteers!Incredible Team of Volunteers!    

We would not be able to do what we 
do without our amazing group of 
volunteers on both sides of the 
Border! 

Here are 3 of the Hoarder  
Pups that are Available 



What Your Donations DoWhat Your Donations DoWhat Your Donations DoWhat Your Donations Do 

Before and After Honey! (formerly Jewel) 
Honey was adopted 
f r o m  B A S  i n 
December 2017. Prior 
to being adopted she 
had been abandoned 
in a yard with her 
mother and sibling. 
But luckily for Honey, 
she found her forever 

family and is now living the good life! Her family says 
that her favorite things to do are to play with other dogs 
and be outdoors! They say that she is the sweetest pup 
and is their best friend. 
 
 
 

 

Capri! (formerly Candy) Capri 
was adopted in December 
2010, and since then has 
traveled all over the place, 
including Seattle, LA, Laguna 
Beach, and San Felipe Mexico. 
Her mom says that Capri's 
f avor i te  th ings  inc lude 
sunbathing and tennis balls. 
She said that Capri may have a 
little more attitude than your 
typical dog, but she makes up 

for that with cuddles and love. She is always happy and 
is the most loyal dog who is always by her mom's side   

 
 
Taco! "Grateful" Walter, 
(formerly known as Yanni) 
Taco Walter was adopted in 
2013 and his family describes 
him as the happiest and 
friendliest dog they have ever 
had. He loves all four of his 
rescue siblings, as well as 
tennis balls, swimming in the 
ocean, and playing in the snow. 
His family says that he "is a 
bright light in this world and we 
love him immeasurably"  

 
 
 
Ollie! was adopted from BAS 
four years ago in December 
2013. Ollie's mom says "Ollie is 
everything to me" and describes 
him as a really good dog. Ollie 
enjoys hiking, road trips, and 
playing at dog beach. 

From Our Instagram PageFrom Our Instagram PageFrom Our Instagram PageFrom Our Instagram Page    
 baja_animal_sanctuary 



Happy EndingsHappy EndingsHappy EndingsHappy Endings    
 
 
 

From: Terry Chamberlain 
 

Last September, my husband, Jack, and I suffered the 
tragic loss of our little corgi girl, Annie, from stomach 
cancer who was our little corgi boy, Cody’s, best friend.  
After being a 2-dog family for over 20 years, Annie’s 
sad and unexpected loss left a big hole in our family 
unit.  Cody seemed to feel her loss too by spending 
time in the back of the house instead of with Jack and 
me.  While we were in the vet’s office during the 
preparation of saying goodbye to Annie, Jack and I 
committed to looking for a rescue corgi mix as Annie 
was our second corgi we lost to cancer.  Thus, when 
ready, I started going through PetFinder.com and there 
she was, a little corgi mix named Vanilla.  I read the 
description which said she was shy at first, but very 
loving once she got to know someone.  I immediately 
sent an inquiry asking if Vanilla was available and 
received a quick reply that she was through Baja 
Animal Sanctuary (BAS).  I completed the animal 
adoption form and was quickly contacted by BAS 
Program Director, Judith Sobel, who was so supportive 
through the pre-adoption process to bringing Vanilla 
home and afterwards.  The first week home was a 
trying time as Cody did not like Vanilla being in his 
home, and Vanilla did not trust us to come close to her.  
In the end, giving her treats won her over and she 
became my shadow.  I spent a week home with her 
and Cody who adjusted to Vanilla and became her 
devoted playmate.  Vanilla’s name was changed to a 
more befitting name for her personality, Poppy. The 
day I went back to work, I watched Poppy over the 
home cameras frantically run all over our home 
howling and crying and then she escaped the 
backyard.  Luckily, a neighbor caught her and called 
my phone number on her name tag and brought her 
home to Jack. Poppy’s escape so scared us that I 
contacted Judith and told her that we felt we had to 
return Poppy for her own protection.  However, I 
remembered that I answered the question on the 
adoption form that I would not return a difficult dog and 
realized that I could not stand to give her back as she 
had already stole my heart and we did not want to add 
more chaos to her life. Jack and I worked with Poppy 
to find out how she escaped the yard and barricaded 
her escape route.  I read up on how to treat separation 
anxiety in dogs which requires behavior modification 
(don’t make a big deal of leaving or coming home) and 
medications.  We took Poppy to our vet who prescribed 
a tricyclic antidepressant and Benadryl (for slight 
sedative effect) and had her microchipped. As it takes 
time for the antidepressant to build up its effect, we just 
kept reinforcing to Poppy that although we left home, 
we came home to her and Cody, and over time she is 
getting over her separation anxiety.  As Poppy is our 
first rescue dog, my wish is to relate that although 
adding a rescue dog to your family can be a challenge, 
the love and joy we receive from Poppy everyday 
makes my heart swell with so much love for her. It is  

such a joy to us seeing her experience new places and 
things and recently took her and Cody on a vacation 
through the beauty of Southern Utah where Poppy 
delighted in hiking and romping through the snow!  As I 
write our “Happy Ending” story, Poppy is peacefully 
sleeping next to me so please remember BAS and 
donate regularly so Ms. Benedict and the wonderful, 
dedicated volunteers can continue to save lives “On 
behalf of those who have no voice”.  Get a BAS car 
magnet (we have one), T-shirt or sweatshirt and spread 
the word so others become aware of BAS and this 
organization’s life-saving and life-giving mission.  
Remember that when you receive a Happy Birthday 
greeting from Facebook you can designate a charity 
that your friends can donate money to…so remember 
BAS!! 
Here they are on vacation in Southern Utah. 

If you don’t see your “Happy Ending” story in this edition, please look for it in our next issue. 

From: The Editor 
 

Sassy attended several adoption 
events and was passed over 
every time.  
 

She had been at BAS for over 2 
years and we could never 
understand why she wasn’t 
adopted. Keep in mind, we don’t 
just place our animals in any 
home, we strive to find them the 
best home.  

 

On January 12th, Sassy finally 
found her “best home”. Her 

patience, and ours, finally paid off! 



 
 

VACATIONING WITH YOUR PETS 
 
 

Summer is here and it’s time to finalize your vacation 
plans.  This year, instead of leaving your loyal friend 
at a kennel, or home with a pet sitter, why not 
consider taking your dog along with you!  There has 
never been a time where more dog-friendly options 
have been available.   
 

You can start your planning by utilizing some great 
websites like dogfriendly.com, takeyourpet.com  and 
petswelcome.com.  They can provide you with lists 
of dog-friendly hotels and inns, along with great 
travel tips.  Whether your plans include traveling by 
car or plane, there are lots of choices that can make 
it a fun experience for all of you. 
 

If you are contemplating a plane trip, it is best to 
contact the airline directly to obtain information on 
their specific guidelines and requirements as these 
may vary by carrier. 
 

If traveling by car, utilize a safety harness or crate to 
make sure your dog is not loose inside the vehicle.  
Bring some of their favorite toys to keep them 
occupied.  Plan to make frequent stops for potty and 
water breaks.   Bring their usual food to help avoid 
digestive troubles.  And always keep your dog 
leashed when away from home to prevent them from 
getting lost in unfamiliar surroundings. 

Did You Know? 

Taking a Break at BAS 

Sanctuary worker Miguel taking a little break with his 
buddy Gordo.  

What Fostering Does 

Tony and Mae were very shy at their first adoption 
event in March so one of our volunteers decided to 
take them home to foster them for the week. 
 

Once they realized that they were “safe”, they were 
able to learn what it is like to be a puppy. 
 

If you have the need for some puppy love and would 
like to foster 1 or 2 (or 3)...of our dogs for a week in 
between our adoption events, please contact Anita at 
anitaboeker@gmail.com 
 

Note: Both pups have been adopted! In December of 2011 we had a 
puppy in dire need of a foster 
home. He had developed some 
neurological issues and the family 
decided they did not want to keep 
him. 
 

Jean Mohr, a BAS cattery 
volunteer, stepped right up to 
foster little Ethan and after just a 
few days Jean knew that she 
couldn’t give him up. He joined 
her pack and had a wonderful life. 
 

On Saturday, March 9, 2019 
Ethan passed away.  

 

He gave joy to everyone who met him. He loved life 
and he will be missed by many. 
 

In Jean’s words, “His disabilities never made him less 
of a dog. He was such a blessing”. 
 

Run free Sweet Ethan! 

Spay/Neuter Clinics 
 

Your $20 donation covers the cost of  
the sterilization of one dog or cat 

 

March 30th - 146 sterilized 



           The Cat’s Meow      By Cat Mama, Kathleen Paymard 

 
 

Meet our cats & kittens  
ready for adoption at  

 

The Luv-A-Pet center  
at the Vista PetSmart.  

 

1740 University Drive, Vista, CA 

I have between 12-30 foster cats 
going in and out of my house on a 
regular basis – they come up from 
BAS, get ready to be adopted, go 
into Petsmart, and eventually get 

adopted out.    Those are the cats I usually write about, 
but did you know I have a small group of foster cats 
who are stuck with me for life because they are feral?  
There are four permanent residents that I call the gang 
of four who have been in my sunroom since they were 
8 weeks old – they’re now ten years old.  They are from 
four different litters and have never liked me or 
anybody else.   All the rest of the litters, including the 
moms, have found homes but these four probably 
aren’t going anyplace.  We have an uneasy truce – I 
feed them and scoop their litter boxes and pray they 
never get sick.  They, in return, run like the devil is after 
them if I even look at them or get within 10 feet. 

 
 

 
When one of the cattery volunteers told me a friend of 
hers is a cat behavior consultant who wanted to do 
some work for a rescue group, I jumped on it.   Worst 
case scenario, nothing would change but I was willing 
to try to make these kitties more sociable.  It seemed 
like a win-win. 
 

I met Jaime Johnson in December and liked her 
energy.  Using clicker training, which provides a 
common language between cat and human, she went 
right to work zeroing in on the gang of four.  Using the 
clicker and a food reward, she slowly got the cats to let 
her pet them, first with a back scratcher then with her 
hand.  As they got to know her, as soon as she’d come  

into the room they would perk up because they knew 
they were going to get yummy treats.  
 

Even though Jaime works with a variety of cat 
behaviors, she prefers to work with the fearful, shy, and 
under-socialized cats.  In addition to clicker training she 
uses essential oils, energy work and meditation.  Cats 
are highly intuitive which makes them receptive to 
those stimuli, and it didn’t take long to see the effect of 
her work on them.  Harley now walks up to me and 
meows when I go into the sunroom – she’s probably 
asking for a treat, but it’s a start.  They may never be 
adoptable but they are more secure now than at any 
previous time. 
 

Jaime has been working with cats professionally for 
eight years, including overseeing a shelter cattery. She 
also works with dogs – dog walking, working with dogs 
who live in homes with cats and offering Healing Touch 
for Animals to both dogs and cats.   She has a diploma 
in dog training from the Companion Animal Sciences 
Institute, participated in a cat behavior consulting 
mentorship through the IAABC, as well as a clicker 
training for cats course also through IAABC, and is 
currently working through the Animal Behavior 
College's Cat Training Certification program. 
 

If one of your cats or dogs could benefit from Jaime’s 

skills, you can contact her at 760.450.7436 (text or call) 

or visit her web site at www.GetCatHappy.com .  See 

for yourself what she can do. 

Lotta Harley 

Margarita Kabuki 



Then & Now 
Ricky, now named Rick 

Adopted on 2/21/15 by Dana Mitteer  

Stan, now named Harley 
Adopted on 12/8/18 by Andrea Niestas 

Lark, still named Lark 
Adopted  on 7/21/18 by Beckie Henselmeier 

From One Sanctuary to AnotherFrom One Sanctuary to AnotherFrom One Sanctuary to AnotherFrom One Sanctuary to Another    
    

On March 21st BAS volunteers, 
Judy Sobel, Anita Boeker, Leslie 
Basney and Dawn Barr set off to 
tour and to volunteer at Best 
Friends .  
 

Best Friends Animal Society runs 
the nation’s largest no-kill 
sanctuary for companion animals 
at their Sanctuary in Kanab, 
Utah. They also operate 
l i f e s a v i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n 
partnership with more than 1,300 

rescue groups and shelters across the country. The 
Sanctuary gained national attention when it was 
featured on the National Geographic Channel.  
 
 
 

Friday, March 22nd 
started at 8:30 am with 
the Grand Tour of their 
3700 acres. Next was 
lunch with Faith Maloney, 
one of the co-founders of 
the Sanctuary.  

 
 
 
Following lunch they volunteered at 
Dogtown where they swept out the 
pens, changed the blankets, and 
then fed, walked and read stories to 
the senior and special needs dogs 
for quiet time. 
 

 
 

 

Saturday morning started with the Parrot Garden and 
Feathered Friends tour...lunch...and then on to volunteer 
at Horse Haven. They fed the horses (which was alot 
harder than it sounds!) and were given a tour of the site 
of the new Haven...coming soon. 
 

 
 

As an added bonus they got to play 
with pigs!  
 

Who knew they loved to have their 
bellies rubbed? 
 
 

 
 
 

Next was on to the goats 
where they cleaned out the 
stalls and then took some 
time to have a little fun in 
the goat’s play area.  

 
 

 

 

 

It was an amazing trip and they all plan to volunteer 
again in the near future! 



 Tyson’s Corner  Tyson’s Corner  Tyson’s Corner  Tyson’s Corner   

Tyson, a long-time BAS resident was a “left-for-dead” fighting dog who 
somehow found his way to the Sanctuary.  Even though he had a 
large dent in his head from being beaten with a baseball bat, he was a 
sweet and loving dog who was still willing to give humans a chance. 
Tyson quickly became BAS’ first official greeter. In his honor, are 
highlighting one of our special needs animals in each issue of Paw 
Prints, with the hopes of placing them  in forever homes.      

If you have love in your heart and room in your home and would 
like more information on this dog,  please contact:  

We have  many older dogs, in good health, at the Sanctuary who 
need loving homes.  We will be featuring these guys and dolls for 
those of you who are looking to add a furry senior to your family. 

Name:  Thor 
Age: 10 years old 
Breed:  Dachshund mix 
Weight: 12 pounds 
 

In early January we were made aware of a home where 
they had over 30 dogs. We were able to get 20 of them at 
BAS. Thor was one of these dogs. We are still in the 
process of getting the other 10.  
 

He is good with other dogs and good around children. He is 
friendly, playful, still active, walks well on a leash and loves 
people.  

 
 

Thor was adopted by his Foster Family in March! 

For more information Please contact Sunny at bajadogs@aol.com  
~or ~  Judy Sobel at jas4bas@yahoo.com 

Sexy Sexy Sexy Sexy     
SeniorSeniorSeniorSenior    

UPDATE 

ADOPTED 

Selma is a Terrier mix. She is 
8-9 years old and weighs 30 
lbs.  
 

She is good with other dogs 
and good around children. 
She is friendly, playful, active, 
and walks well on a leash.  
 

Selma was found as a stray 
and brought to BAS in 2012. 
 

When she came to us she was limping on her front 
left leg and our Vet surmised that it was not a recent 
injury and did not see the need to put her through 
surgery. 
 

We feel that she can have a perfectly normal, happy 
life with the right family.  

Donations In Honor Of Others 
• From Larry and Louise McDonald in honor of their 

52nd Wedding Anniversary.  

• From Hillary Weiner in honor of Isabella Last-Small.  

• From Andrea Niestas as, “Thanks for Stan/Harley 
he turned 6 months last week!” 

• From Alan Bleiweiss Consulting in honor of Casey 
Markee and Tifany Milner Markee.     

• From Carol Blumenthal in honor of her BAS dogs 
Emmy and Sunny. 

• From Victoria DeLarwell in honor of Rocco DeLarwell. 

• From Millie Whillock in honor of the Sanctuary's 
23rd Anniversary  

• From Evadne Pina in honor of her BAS dog Harley, 
now Freddie.  

• From Sheri, Kris and Brady Leppien-Christensen in 
memory of Spencer, beloved pet of Vicki and Pete 
Swenson. 

 

• From Helen Valsamakis in honor of Perla. 

• From Ralph Moore, in honor of Josie his BAS dog.  

• From Debbie and Mark Rasmussen in memory of 
Mark  Whillock.  

• From Bonnie Reid in honor of Judy Carpenter. 

• From Robert and Irene Kneeter in honor of their BAS 
dog Thor, now named Oliver. 

• From Alyssa Waude for Autumn.  

• From Ariella Williams in memory of Roger Williams. 

• From Leslie and Jake Basney in honor of the 
Sanctuary's 23rd Anniversary.  

• From Diane and Jay Tiedemann in memory of 
Andrea and Mike Turner’s dog Gracie. 

• From Jennifer Soule from her BAS dog Ranger. 

• From Annie Hsu in loving memory of Luna Gang. 

• From Hedy Levine in memory of Luna Gang. 

• From Hillary Weiner in honor of Isabella Last-Small.  
 
 

If you don’t see your “Donation In Honor of Others”, please look for it in our next issue. Some donations are received after the printing deadline. 

Send your “Donations In Honor of Others” to Baja Animal Sanctuary, PMB 626 P.O. Box 439060, S.D., CA 92143 

Donations drop off dramatically for us up to and during the summer months. 
 

Your donations keep our gates open. 
 

We receive no outside assistance from the Government or any other source. 
 

Honor others and help the animals of the Sanctuary by donating in honor or memory of. 






















